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disqus_title = "Wisconsin Tea ... READ MORE

Join us for our Michigan Taxpayer Tea Party
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... and participate 11:00 - Taxpayer Rally and 'Tea Party' at the State Capitol - Americans for Prosperity is 

working with a ... READ MORE
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... people of Maine have taken to firing cannons and staging tea parties . "At the Windham ... the thundering 
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Rights ... READ MORE
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Masochism rocks ?
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THURSDAY, APRIL 26TH 2007

... In addition to co-sponsoring the huge Michigan Taxpayer Tea Party, AFP hosted a packed pre-rally 

roundtable discussion with Wall Street ... READ MORE

Another Blog About the Defending the American Dream 

Summit
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH 2008

... use Mc Cains name but came awfully close! Not my cup of tea. Dinesh D'Souza - What a great 

conservative. Talked about ... We cannot let go of our beliefs. We need to start another party. Sorry let me 

get back on track. I get too emotional thinking about ... READ MORE

TX Round-Up October 12
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15TH 2006

... founded by Floyd Fisher, hosted the "Austin Tea Party" on Saturday, October 7 on the south central steps 

of the Texas ... READ MORE

Tx round-up; August 28
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH 2006

... Medina announced today that the Wharton Co. Republican Party has enthusiastically adopted a resolution 

encouraging all taxing ... What folks are saying about AFP Coryell Tea Party members would like to thank 

you and the other members of AFP for your ... READ MORE
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THURSDAY, APRIL 19TH 2007

... pages of rules in the tax code, which is an abomination! Tea Party, anyone? Read more here. Rogue 

organization ... READ MORE

TX Roundup; August 23
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23RD 2006

... (Former House Appropriations Chairman) "Coryell Tea Party members would like to thank you and the 

other members of AFP for your ... READ MORE

TX Roundup; October 5
MONDAY, OCTOBER 9TH 2006

... history in the making. Come join us for the 'Austin Tea Party' on Saturday, October 7, 2006 from 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. on the south ... READ MORE
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Sun Prairie, WI ---- Wisconsin Club for Growth, Inc., began a statewide 

radio campaign today criticizing State Senate Democrats for voting to 

raise taxes and fees and forcing Wisconsin workers to fund a massive 

new government health care plan.
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If you want to support consumer driven health care solutions-please 

support The Wisconsn Tea Party. Click on logo to find out more.
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One lump or two?

Taxpayers in Maine have been dealt blow after blow by their state and local government for years. According 

to the Tax Foundation, during the past three decades Maine has consistently had one of the highest state 

and local tax burdens. Estimated at 13.0% of income, Maine’s state/local tax burden percentage has 

ranked as the nation's highest each year since 1997, and remains well above the national average of 10.1%. 

Maine taxpayers pay $4,309 per-capita in state and local taxes.

As if that wasn’t bad enough, local property tax collections are enormous. They totaled $1, 567,940,000 in 

FY 2000. That amounted to $1,233 per capita, which ranks 6th highest nationally. Expressed as a 

percentage of income, Maine localities collect $49 per $1,000 of income, and by this measure, Maine's 

ranking rises to the highest in the nation.

No wonder the people of Maine have taken to firing cannons and staging tea parties.

"At the Windham Veteran’s Center last Saturday, a crowd watched from a safe distance as tax reform 

advocate Mary Adams lit the fuse on a cast-iron cannon, replica of the cannons that once fired on the British 

during the American Revolution.

The bang sent a shudder through the audience who, after unplugging their ears, clapped at the thundering 

kick-off to the Second Great American Tea Party."

Read more on the push for a Maine Taxpayers Bill of Rights here.

If you live in Maine and would like to see TABOR on the ballot next November, make sure to sign the petition

by October 21st. Cannons and tea parties can only do so much to intimidate a spendthrift government. Let 

them know you mean business.
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Masochism rocks ?

by Janice Brauner

Byron Schlomach, Texas Ph.D. economist, pondering Texas taxpayers, 

once said, [surely] “Texas taxpayers are not so stupid as to repeatedly 

sue themselves to force themselves to pay more taxes to themselves.” 

He also said, “Suing ourselves will never suit!” You laugh, reader, but 'tis 

valuable advice. In conjunction with self-imposed litigation, Texas 

taxpayers also fork over millions of dollars to lobbyists to raise their 

taxes. To repeat, Texas taxpayers pay lobbyists to raise their taxes. 

Trucking on with this thrust, on a national level, teacher’s unions parted 

with $295 million of their hard earned pay to provide a $439,000 in 

salary to the president of their NEA union, Ron Weaver. In addition, they 

bestowed a munificent $58 million for the 600 salaries of the staff at 

headquarters, half of which are in the six figure range. Teachers pay their reps a lot for a little. Much of the 

rest of the money was dispensed on left wing advocacy causes, many of which are repugnant to the average 

teacher according to a recent survey. Another “Wonderland” phenomenon can be seen at our institutions of 

higher indoctrination. Professors, who sneer at this country or advocate Marxism, become icons on a fast 

track to tenure at the most prestigious universities. How can one explain these curiosities, ironies, and 

obscenities?

What I have observed, in an evidentiary sense, is that…Masochism must rock, cuz Americans indulge in it 

to a phenomenal degree. They pay exorbitant amounts of money to those who would shoot them in the foot, 

sue them, raise their taxes, denigrate them, or spend their hard earned money on others for fripperies. 

Taxpayers have been pretty mild about watching their money thrown down black holes which benefit no one. 

And, they have sat back and watched the “bureaucracy monster” swallow up more than two thirds of their 

“good intentions”.  Basically, taxpayers are in a curious situation in which they work hard to fund scenarios 

which ultimately affect them in a negative fashion. Yet, they smile, are good sports, and file their taxes on 

April 1st, often in a fog from working two jobs.

For the taxpayer, knowledge equals remediation, thankfully, and recovery is possible. At this point, with the 

help of grassroots organizations such as AFP,  the slumbering giant is awakening and rejecting the suffering 

as “Intolerable Acts.” In reality, stubbing one’s toe hurts, and hurtin’ aint fun. “Pain as pleasure” is a principle 

that should go by the wayside. More aptly, it should be thrown overboard in a Boston Tea Party. Historically, 

it was then that the taxpayer finally had a voice and thundered “ENOUGH PAIN!” 

Well, Boston’s a long way off and environmental regulations will preclude tea dumping in the harbor. So, 

taxpayers, with the help of groups such as AFP, are going the metaphorical tea party route and holding 

Initiatives and Referendums. They are demanding that the growth of government be held to the increase of 

population plus inflation, called a TABOR (taxpayer bill of rights). Any growth in excess of these parameters 

would trigger a vote by the taxpayers, who would then decide if the need for an increase is genuine, if the 

money is actually available, and whether the value of all of their hard work is commensurate with the value of 

an increase in spending. Being utterly philanthropic and endowed with common sense, most taxpayers will 

vote aye to pay for pressing needs to alleviate suffering or measures to take care of the vulnerable. They will 

do what needs to be done to take care of business. But, they will not vote for this perilously escalating cycle 

of government growth which produces no benefits and is wasteful.

So, Americans need to divest themselves of the notion that masochism rocks in the mistaken belief that 

their pain represents compassion for someone else. In reality, masochism is a pathology that doesn’t help 

anyone and requires treatment. But you know what does rock? A Tea party!
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